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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS MCCANDLESS (FFT-1084) 

FPO AE 09578-1444 

i 
5757 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Ser: NX/ 245 . 
16 Sep 92 /J ~ ;; ),_ 

Cormnanding Officer, USS MCCANDLESS (FFT-1084) r<..:.fL.C! Cf 1j/f'/J2...... 
Director of Naval History (OP-09BH), Washington Navy Yard, 
Washington, DC 20374-0571 

COMMAND HISTORY (REPORTS SYMBOL.OPNAV 5750-1) 

(a) OPNAVINST 5750.12E 

( 1) Cormnand Chronology 
(2) Camnand Narrative for the period of 
( 3) Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 
( 4) Photograph of USS MCCANDLESS 
(5) Photograph of Commanding Officer 

01 January -'31 December 1991 
i 

l. Per reference (a), 
'"'"o"""'" ''~:oe.submif •. ted. 

(!_ ::11_ 3 . 

. )(!. R. CHIAVEROI'ri . 
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JAN 01-11 
JAN 09-10 
JAN 14-25 
JAN 23-25 
JAN 25 
JAN 29-FEB 08 
FEB 26-MAR 01 
MAR 11-15 
APR 01-02 
APR 07-30 
APR 21 
APR 28 
MAY 01-05 
MAY 10 
MAY 15-31 
MAY 22-24 
MAY 24 
MAY 27-30 
JUN 10 
JUN 10-21 
JUN 17 
JUN 18-26 
JUN 22-JUL 22 
JUN 23 
JUN 28-JUL 01 
JUL 03-08 
JUL 11-15 
JUL 15-17 
JUL 18-21 
JUL 22 
JUL 23-0CI' 15 
AUG 06 
AUG 11-15 
AUG 15 
AUG 28-SEP 01 
SEP 18-23 
OCT 09-14 
OCT 16 
OCT 17-NOV 01 
NOV 02-07 
NOV 08-14 
NOV 14-20 
NOV 16 
NOV 20-23 
NOV 25-28 
NOV 28-DEC 06 
DEC 02-04 
DEC 06-10 
DEC 07-12 
DEC 11-12 

USS MCCANDLESS COMMAND HISTORY 1991 
SUMMARY 

SECOND HOLIDAY LEAVE PERIOD (CONTINUED) 
SMI ASSIST VISIT 
PASSIVE SONAR SUITE REFRESHER TRAINING 
U/W VCOA COMBAT SYSTEMS ASSESSMENT (CSA) PREPS 
U/W VCOA CSA 
U/W VCOA TAIL PROFICIENCY TRAINING 
U/W VCOA EMAT 
INSURV 
SMI 
U/W CARIBBEAN/EASTPAC LEO 
TRANSIT PANAMA CANAL 
RETURN TRANSIT PANAMA CANAL 
PORT VISIT ARUBA 
ARRIVE NORVA. COMMENCE POM FOR MED 3-91 
IMAV SIMA NORFOLK 
BOARDING TEAM TRAINING . 
ARE ! 

SEA TRIALS. GUN AND ASW EX WITH USS CINCINNATI 
DEPART NORFOLK ON MED 3-91 
LANT XSIT 
BSF AZORES 
ASW OPS 
MED OPS 
CDR LARGENT RELIEVES CDR EGE AS CO OF MCCANDLESS 
PORT VISIT ALICANTE, SPAIN i 

PORT VISIT MARSEILLES, FRANCE 
PORT VISIT MENTON, FRANCE 
SAG OPS 
PORT VISIT CORFU, GREECE 
SUEZ CANAL XSIT 
MIF OPS 
COLLISION WITH YUGOSLAVIAN VESSEL 
PORT VISIT HURGHADA, EGYPT . 
CDR CHIAVEROTTI RELIEVES CDR LARGENT AS c/u OF MCCANDLESS 
PORT VISIT HURGHADA, EGYPT 
PORT VISIT HURGHADA, EGYPT 
POST VISIT HURGHADA, EGYPT 
SUEZ CANAL XSIT 
RAV HAIFA, ISRAEL 
ASW OPS 
PORT VISIT ATHENS, GREECE 
EXERCISE NIRIIS 
ANCHORED SITIA BAY, GREECE 
PORT VISIT SOUDA BAY, GREECE 
PORT VISIT AKSAZ-KARAAGAC, TURKEY 
EXERCISE DOGU AKDENIZ 
PORT VISIT IZMIR, TURKEY 
MED XSIT 
MAG OPS 
OUTCHOP MED/TURNOVER 



DEC 12-21 
DEC 21 
DEC 22-31 
DEC 31 

LANT XSIT 
REl'URN TO HOMEPORT 
FIRST HOLIDAY LEAVE PERIOD 
USS MCCANDLESS TRANSFERRED TO THE RESERVE !fORCE AS PART OF THE 
FFTffi~ i 



USS MCCANDLESS <:::a1MAND HISTORY ' 

NARRATIVE I 
1. THE NEW YEAR BEGAN WITH THE MCCANDLESS IN THE MIDST q'F THE SECOND LEAVE 
PERIOD. THE CREW RELAXED AND ENJOYED THE HOLIDAYS, YET CON')'INUED PREPARATIONS 
FOR THE MULTITUDE OF INSPECTIONS THAT WERE QUICKLY APPROACHING. 

r 

2. THE MCCANDLESS WAS UNDERWAY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE NEW lYEAR ON 23 JANUARY. 

~:IN~~R~ ~:~;~ ~S= ~~SA~o:~CH~~~$D ~i~ ~~~~ 
SATISFACTORY GRADE ON THE CSA PROVED MCCANDLESS WAS READY TO: MEET THE CHALLENGE 

' OF COMBAT ANYWHERE, ANYTIME. THE NEXT WEEK SAW· MCCANIDLESS CONDUCT TAIL 
PROFICIENCY TRAINING IN THE COMPANY OF USS TRUEI'T(FF-1095) ANI/ USS GREENLING(SSN-
614). DESPITE MECHANICAL PROBLEMS, MCCANDLESS PERFORMED ADMIEABLY AND MAINTAINED 
CONTACT WITH THE FAST ATTACK SUBMARINE FOR APPROXIMATELYi ONE-THIRD OF THE 
EXERCISE. ADDITIONALLY, MCCANDLESS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TCj PERFORM HER FIRST 
NIGHT, UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENT IN RECENT MEMORY. WITH CALM SEAS AND A BRIGHT 
MOON, MCCANDLESS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THESE IDEAL CONDITIONS f,ND SMOOTHLY PULLED 
ALONGSIDE THE USNS NEOSHO(T-A0-143) • THE UNREP WAS EXECPTED FLAWLESSLY AS 
MCCANDLESS TOOK ON THE FUEL NECESSARY TO RETURN TO NORFOLK, ~ICH SHE DID ON THE 
EVENING OF 08 FEBRUARY. 

' 3. MCCANDLESS CONTINUED HER HECTIC INSPECTION CYCLE AS SHE ENDURED EMAT, INSURV, 

:r,=I~ N~THJ!YA Di~~HE~vi:I~IS P~~D~ 'i~Er.~ ::~~: 
MCCANDLESS WAS IMPRESSIVE IN EACH INSPECTION, HELPING HER TO EARN THE RED "E" AND 
BLUE "E". 

4. ON 07 APRIL, MCCANDLESS SET OUT ON A FIVE WEEK LAW ENF))RCEMENT OPERATIONS 
ASSIGNMENT. THE FIRST COUPLE WEEKS WERE SPENT IN THE CARIBBEAN UNTIL, ON 21 
APRIL, THE MCCANDLESS TRANSITTED THE PANAMA CANAL. THIS PASSlf.GE WAS EXCITING AND 
EDUCATIONAL AS MOST CREW MEMBERS HAD NEVER BEEN THROUGH THE CANAL OR IN THE 
PACIFIC. AFI'ER A WEEK "ON THE OTHER SIDE" THE MCCANDLESS MADE ITS RETURN TRIP 

' THROUGH THE CANAL AND HEADED FOR ARUBA. ARUBA WAS A THOROUGHLY ENJOYABLE VISIT 
AFI'ER A MONTH AT SEA. i 

i 
5. THE CREW WAS HAPPY TO RETURN TO NORFOLK ON 10 MAY, BUT Wi'£ QUICKLY INFORMED 
THE SHIP WOULD NOT REMAIN THERE LONG. AFTER BEING TOLD SHE WOULD NEVER MAKE 
ANOTHER LONG CRUISE, THE MCCANDLESS WAS CHOSEN TO MAKE A SHO~T NOTICE DEPLOYMENT 
IN SUPPORT OF DESERT SHIELD. THE POM PERIOD BEGAN IMMEDIATELjc. THE NEXT 30 DAYS 
WERE CRAMMED WITH AN IMAV, AN ARE, BOAROING TEAM TRAININp, AND SEA TRIALS. 
THROUGH SUPERIOR CREW EFFORT, MCCANDLESS MET HER TARGET DATE AND DEPLOYED ON 10 
JUNE FOR MED 3-91. t 

6. MCCANDLESS COMPLEI'ED HER 12 DAY ATLANTIC TRANSIT ON 21 JUNE AFI'ER A BSF IN 
THE AZORES ON THE 17TH. ON 23 JUNE, AN AT-SEA CHAN3E OF CCMMANn WAS HELD AS CDR 
LARGENT RELIEVED CDR EGE AS <:::a1MANDING OFFICER. MEANWHiirn, THE MCCANDLESS 
INCHOPPED INTO THE MED AND BK:AN CONDUCTING ASW OPERATIONS qNTIL THE FIRST PORT 
VISIT IN WONDERFUL ALICANTE, SPAIN. THIS PORT VISIT WAS li)UICKLY FOLLOWED BY 
STOPS IN MARSEILLE, FRANCE; MENTON, FRANCE; AND CORFU, GREEfE. THESE FREQUENT 
PORT VISITS MADE THE MONTH A VERY ENJOYABLE ONE FOR THE ~ OF THE MCCANDLESS. 

' 

7. ON 22 JULY, THE MCCANDLESS TRANSITTED THE SUEZ CANAL, ONL~ THREE MONTHS AFI'ER 
! 



ITS INITIAL TRANSIT THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL. THIS MARKED '4re BEGINNING OF OUR 
INTENDED DUTY DURING DESERT SHIELD. THE SHIP WAS TASKED WITH BOARDING VEsSELS 
INBOUND TO OR OUTBOUND OF THE GULF OF AQABA. THESE MARITIME[ INTERCEPTION FORCE 
OPERATIONS LASTED FRCM 23 JULY TO 15 CJCrOBER DURING WHIP! TIME MXANDLESS 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 134 BOARDINGS. ONE BOARDING, HOWEVER, DID Nor GO SO 
SMJarHLY. ON 6 AUGUST, M:CANDLESS HAD A MINOR COLLISION iWITH A YUGOSLOVIAN 
MERCHANT VESSEL. THE INCIDENT LEFT A SIX FOar BY THREE FCXJn' HOLE IN THE PORT 

' SIDE OF THE M:CANDLESS' FORECASTLE AND A SMALL ONE FOar DIAMETER HOLE IN THE BCW 
OF THE MERCHANT. FORTUNATELY, THERE WERE NO INJURIES. '$E SHIP'S HULL WAS 
QUICKLY AND EXPERTLY REPAIRED BY SHIP'S FORCE ENABLING THE MCCANDLESS TO REMAIN 

~;T:~~~S~ ==~~~N!; p~NLr! ~~~ ~~~B~~~S~ 
~;A~ or =~ TOTOF~D~~SSOL~ou:o:::n~D AN~0~~r~~rr.CH ~~~; 
STOP IN HURGHADA, CDR CHIAVEROTTI RELIEVED CDR LARGENT AND AS$UMED COMMAND OF THE 
USS M:CANDLESS ON 15 AUGUST. . 

8. LEAVING HURGHADA FOR THE FINAL TIME ON 14 ocr, MCCANDLESSiHEADED FOR THE SUEZ 
CANAL. AFTER THE RETURN TRANSIT, THE SHIP MJORED IN HAIFA, ISRAEL FOR A TWO WEEK 
AVAILABILITY. HAIFA PROVIDED AN ENTERTAINING AND LENGTHY jBREAK FOR THE CREW 
AFTER THREE MONTHS OF MIF OPERATIONS WITH ONLY THE MUNDANE f'ORT OF HURGHADA AS 
A RESPITE. ! 

i 

9. HAIFA WAS FOLLOWED BY A WEEK OF ASW OPERATIONS BEFORE PULLING INTO ATHENS, 
GREECE. THIS PORT VISIT WAS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY THE EXERCISE NIRIIS, WHICH 
WAS CONDUCTED WITH THE BRITISH, FRENCH, SPANISH, AND GREEKS.! AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE EXERCISE, M:CANDLESS HAD A PORT VISIT TO SOUDA BAY, I GREECE IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWED BY A STOP IN AKSAZ-KARAAGAC, TURKEY. AFTER BACK T(} BACK PORT VISITS, 
MXANDLESS WAS READY FOR DOGU AKDENIZ, A MULTINATIONAL EXERCI9E INVOLVING SURFACE 
AND SUB-SURFACE UNITS FRa1 THE U.S., FRANCE, SPAIN, AND TURKEll. DOGU AKDENIZ AND 
NIRIIS WERE EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE M:CANDLESS TO !DISPLAY HER BATTLE 
SKILLS. THE EXERCISES INCLUDED ASW, ASUW, FORMATION STEIIMING) ESCORT OPERATIONS, 
SORTIES, AND SIMULATED WAR AT SEA SCENARIOS. 1 

~ :n~~-~,1~C~~~~~~~G ~~S ::LE:~TTi: 
' OUTCHOPPED THE MED. THIS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE A'I'LANltiC TRANSIT AND THE 

SPOTTING OF THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL. ROUGH SEAS! AND HIGH WINDS DID 
Nor LESSEN THE ANTICIPATION OR EXCITEMENT ON THE RETURN TRANS[T. ON 21 DECEMBER, 
A COLD AND RAINY DAY, MCAANDLESS PULLED INTO NORFOLK FOR ITS LONG AWAITED 

I 
Ha1Eea1ING. AN EXCITED AND ANXIOUS CREW WAS WELCOMED BY BANNERS, A BAND, 

~=~~F~~ D~v:~:;::::: =~DN~~~ = ~~ H~ 
IN 1991. . 

11. ON 31 DECEMBER, MCCANDLESS TCOK ON A NEW MISSION. SHE' WAS TRANSFERRED TO 
THE RESERVE FORCE AS PART OF THE FFT PROGRAM. THE NEWLY DESIGNATED FFT-1084 
TURNED HER FOCUS TOWARD TRAINING RESERVE UNITS. 
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-1. C0~1MAND ING OFF I CER 
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.. """' Commander Ga ry Rober~ Chiaverotti \olas born in 
- on He qraduated from Carro ll leo eqe , 
Waul<e~ha . Wisconsin in ·1972, receiving a Bachelor of i Science 
degre~ i n Biology . He subsequentl y received his NaS:ters .. of 
Public Administration Degree h ·om PENN STATE. <:;ommander 

· Chi~v~rotti· has attended the U.S . Armv War Colleo_e in Car lisle, 
Pennsylvania: ' . · ! · 

l ! 
C~mmip~io~ed an En~ign• in 1973 after graduating fro~ I Officie~ 
Candi~ate Sch~cl. C~m~ander C~iavero~ti's fir s t assignme~t was as . 
a Na'~al GunfJ.ce Ll<HSOI1 Offlcer • .. nth the .tst Battal ~on; 10th 
t1al'i n)?s , Camp Lejeui1e, North Cal:"olina . Fo ll owi 1ig comp ~etion of 
the · Sud ace War·f are Officer Basic Course, he was assigned in USS · · 

. I . 

COONTZ <DDG-40) as 1st Lieutenant and ASW Officer from '1975-"1977 . 
Afte~ ; ~e t'ving two years as an NROTC inst t'uctor at the u05.versity 
i f T~xas at Austin , and ~ brief tou t' as Communications otticer in 
USS ,VOGELGESANG ([1[1 8b2) , he attended Department Hea d school . 
Commander Ch i averotti's I focus shifted from t op-side to l the ·main· . 
spac~s , ser.vinq as Enqineer Officer in USS SA~IPSON ((> OG-5 ) fr-om 
'198·1-:'1 983, followP.d b;· a toLtr as the ~1atedal Office~ on .the 
staf f of Commander. , Dest r oye r Squadron Two. .Re turning ' to sea, 

. Commander Chiaverotti served as Executive Officer in U~S CLAUD~ · 
. . I 

· v. · RICKETTS CDDG-Sl from 1985- 1987 . After both completin~ the 
U- 5 . Army War Coll ege and receiving a Mas ters ok Public 
Administration degr~e, he was assigned to the Pol icy and ! Stra~egy 

I 

Directorate, Co~~arider in . Chief, U. S. Atlantic Cornman~ staff, 
Norfolk, VA . ' 

I 
Commander. Chiaverotti h~s been decor'ated with i:.li~ l Defense 
M~ritorious Service Medal, the Navy Comm~ndation Medal, the N~vy 
Achi~vement Medal, and has r~ceived the followi ng ign and 
service a•..,a rds: the Battle "E", the Nilvy E><peditio11a Medal, 
the Nationa l [~fen~e Se~vice Med~l, and the Sea Set~ioe bbon . 

Commander · Chiilve~otti is ma~ried to 
They: have two children. - and 
Vi t'g:inia. 
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